
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Thursday, October 8, 2020 
 
Dear Longhorn Nation, 

Cedar Hill ISD is excited to announce that beginning October 12, scholars will begin taking the NWEA MAP Diagnostic 

Assessments. These assessments will provide campuses with information that will be used to provide an 
individualized pathway to improving performance and to accelerating individual growth. As these assessments are 
to be given to all students throughout the district, instructors will be able to monitor growth of each individual not 
only through the school year, but also through the scholar’s entire academic career in Cedar Hill ISD. In addition, 
this information will be used to help make programmatic decisions that best fit the abilities and needs of all scholars. 

Unlike traditional classroom assessments or even STAAR assessments, diagnostic assessments are designed to 

provide information on a student’s current level of readiness. They will not be taken as a grade. This assessment is 
specifically designed to find the level where a student begins to have difficulty, meaning that your scholar will see 
questions which they will find difficult. Through this process, teachers will be able to find the specific areas to address 
to meet your scholar’s individual needs. Because this information is crucial in finding specific areas for both 
improvement and enrichment, it is important that the work is representative of a scholar’s true ability.  

As such, we are asking for your assistance in supporting your scholar by doing the following: 

 Ensuring that your scholar is completing the assessments in a distraction-free environment. 

 Talking with your scholar about the importance of doing their best on the assessments. 

 Assisting your scholar with logging into the assessment only. Please do not answer questions or assist 
them in answering questions as this will provide false information that will prevent teachers from providing 
the personalized assistance designed to best meet the individual needs of your scholar.  

For scholars learning in the virtual setting, campuses and teachers will send more information about the specifics of 

the assessment. For scholars attending classes in person, scholars will take the assessments during their assigned 
classes. Should you have specific questions or concerns, please contact your scholar’s teacher directly.  

To help you prepare to assist your scholar with accessing and starting the assessment, a quick video can be 
found here. 

Do you know someone who deserves a little HOOPLA? 

Cedar Hill ISD is announcing a new staff recognition program called HOOPLA (Honoring Our Outstanding 
Paraprofessionals, Lead Educators and Administrators). 

CHISD plans to acknowledge an exceptional staff member each quarter who has exhibited excellent customer service 
or made a significant contribution to CHISD.  Any CHISD staff member or district parent can submit a nomination 
(only current CHISD employees can be nominated). Nominated staff members must have gone above and beyond 
the scope of their assigned duties and responsibilities.  

The deadline to nominate for the first quarter (July through September) is Friday, October 9. The recipient will be 
announced on Thursday, October 22. To nominate someone, click here. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
Dr. Gerald B. Hudson 
Superintendent of Schools 
Cedar Hill Independent School District 

https://youtu.be/WIDhqL3FEBs
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZ3Lls3j7Z2C0rxPCHDMs0EeV0EMxwlrPA6N4ve3G9lqmIXQ/viewform

